


sirnple :IS possible. If'possiblc, an emplo)yt. should be dc.signal~d as thc record keeper, alloning 
the owner/gro\wr to focus on other tasks. 

1 .  Clrllro-~rl - plrtnting datcs, pcst problcrns. spacing. and other culturnl procedures. 
2. C ' l 7 c ~ ~ l i c l r l  - chcnlical ,~p~lic.,tti~>ns, tiarc of  applications, ratcs used. applicator's name. 

Contact your l o~ . ;~ l  cu~jpc.r;lrl\c Extension Sen  icc ur chemical supplier for rnore 
information on chcn~ical Lipplic~ltio~l rules. 

3 .  E ~ ~ r i ~ + u ~ ~ r ? z ~ * t z ~ ~ r l  - ~\cathc.r conciitions, temperature 
4. I ' t*otf~r~~~in/r - include notes on quality as ~vell as qu:in[ity. 
5 .  Fininurrcilrl - all expenses and sales figures. 
6. I 'osri~~~rwsr - notes and trials on vaselife of'rach species (cul tivar) or on the durability 

and color retention of dricd matcrinls 

Calculating Stem and Bunch Costs 

The following is one system for liclping you to determine uhat 1ou need to charge fur j our cuts. 
Use the enclosed worksheets ([lfrrt.k,rl~oc[ I for annuals, I l ' ~ t . h \ l ~ ~ v  2 for pcretlnials or w ~ o i f ~  
plants) or adapt ~ h c  system as necded for your operation. The system is intended only to gicc 
you a rough idea of what you need to chargt.; contact your counqr esrension office to learn about 
other methods which may give you murc in dcpth information. 

The following system focuses on two types of'espenscs: rlllocared costs and unallocated costs. 
Allocated costs are those which >,ou can specifically attribute to a particular crop species. 
Unallocated costs include all other costs that are not ciircct attributed to a spccitic crop, including 
most or all of the espenscs listed in Table 1 .  

For the beginning producer, the only allocated cxpt-nse may be seed or plug costs. t ls  the 
producer becomes more experienced and irnprovcs recording keeping. more expenses can be 
allocated to spccific crops. This will allow a niorc accurate comparison among crops and allow 
you to determine which ones are most profitable. For esxnple, lisianthus is more labor intensive 
than direct seeded larkspur and determining the amount of labor needed for each species will 
allow you to attribute the labor costs to each species. Thus, the allocated costs for lisianthus and 
larkspur \vould then reflect the difference i n  labor -- allo\\ in9 you to set more accurate bunch 
prices. 

1 .  Allocatcd costs: costs which \.nr!. dircctl!. i\.ith the crop being gro\vn, which mainly 
include plant costs, but also any  othcr cspznsc ciirectly attributable to a specific crop. 







Worksheet 1: Calculating Stem and Bunch Costs for 
Annuals 

Allocutcd costs pcr crop (5) 

Tot31 unallocnted costs (for one year) 

Total size of ustable production area (ft') 

- - - 

Unallocatcd costs (S) ;lre;~ (Ft2) $,W 

To estimatc stem production, use either 3n for crops on ~vh ich  you already have 
production records or ? b  for new crops. 

33. Tvtal number of stems per crop 

3 b. Estimated numbur of stcrns per plant or Ft' 

Number of plants or Ft' 

& 

Totril ~ ~ n d l o c ,  costs ($ )  

Total croj-, costs (S) 

Plants or Ft' 

- - 

r'\llocatcci costs ($) 

Total ma l l .  costs (S) 

Total crop costs (S) 

Profit  ($) 





4. ?I 

Area (Ft') 

- 

Total crop costs ( $ 1  

Sell price ($) 

Example: 

- 

Unallocattzd cost (S/Ft2) Toral unall. costs ($1 

- - 

.-\llocatcci custs (3) Total crop costs ( 5 )  

Prv ti t (S) 

Worksheet 1: Calculating Stem and Bunch Costs for 

To esumate stcm production, use cithrr 1.1 f ~ r  crops nn irhich you :~!rrxly have 
production rccords or !b for ncw crops 

Total number of s!cns per crop 

\'A Ewrnared nurnbc: or src rns  per plant o F r -  c 

\3Y.X + I = J3%% 
Total unalloc. costs ( 5 )  Allocatrd ii:ii< (S) Total crop costs ($) 




